CLASSIC COURSE

THE
GILDED
ONE

RYDER CUP ROOTS
AND A DISTINGUISHED
MEMBERSHIP KEEP
ELDORADO CC
GOLDEN

By Tom Mackin

OT MANY COUNTRY CLUBS can boast of hosting

a Ryder Cup, having multiple U.S. presidents as

honorary members — including one who was a
part-timeresident—and seeingits course appear ona Sports
Illustrated cover. Eldorado CC, an Indian Wells fixture for more
than six decades, is the very rare one that can.

While the exclusive private club closely
guards its membership roster, it's openly
proud ofits placein Southern California golf
history. Builtin 1957 on a former fruit ranch,
the club was created by Johnny Dawson (a
2007SCGA Hallof Fameinductee)and Jimmy
Hines (a nine-time PGA TOURwinner). Both
men played key roles in the development
of nearby Thunderbird CC six years earlier
— Dawson as a founder and Hines as that

club’s first head professional.

At Eldorado, the pair enlisted architect
Lawrence Hughes to design the course, as
they had done at Thunderbird. Less than
two years after the first tee shot was struck
at Eldorado, on Nov. 22,1957, the course
would once again follow in Thunderbird's
footsteps by announcingthatitwould host
the 1959 Ryder Cup, which Thunderbird
had hosted in 1955.

% RYDER CUP TIES

The 1959 U.S. team that competed at
Eldorado, led by captain Sam Snead, easily
defeated Great Britain & Ireland, 8 2 to
3 4. The event, which landed the club
on the Nov. 2 cover of Sports Illustrated
that year, firmly established Eldorado
as a club of note. It also marked the last
time the Ryder Cup was played west of
Texas (it's currently scheduled to return
to Californiain 2032 at The Olympic Club
in San Francisco).

Almost six decades later it's hard to
miss that Ryder Cup connection in the
clubhouse, with a replica trophy (created
in England at a cost of $10,000), signed
bags from each team, and various photos
from the event all displayed in a trophy
case. Another sign of those times, which
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were well before the Ryder Cup became
the massive sporting event it is today: For
as1oo0entryfee, Eldorado members played
in atwo-day tournament with players from
both teams prior to the actual Ryder Cup.

The event was celebrated during a
memorable 50th anniversary partyin 2009
that brought together many former Ryder
Cup players, including a few from the 1959
teams.

“During a Ryder Cup year, we always
have people interested in our history,”
said director of golf Terry Beardsley, who
keeps a picture from that star-studded
party on his office wall. “People just love
looking at the replica Ryder Cup. | kid the
head professional at Thunderbird [Nick
DeKock] and ask him, "Why don't you guys
have one too?"”

NOT MANY
COUNTRY CLUBS
CAN BOAST OF
HOSTING A RYDER
CUP, HAVING
MULTIPLE U.S.
PRESIDENTS

AS HONORARY
MEMBERS AND
SEEING ITS
COURSE APPEAR
ON A SPORTS
ILLUSTRATED
COVER.

It wouldn't be Eldorado’s last high-
profile golf tournament. The club also
hosted the Bob Hope Desert Classic 17
times between 1963 and 1989. But as the
decades moved on, the club’s layout was
in need of modernization.

* ANEW LOOK

IN 2003, COURSE ARCHITECT Tom
Fazio was brought in and completed a
full renovation of the course, which is
nowadays open for play from November
through May. He transformed the
landscape, creating enough mounding
to ensurethat membersand guestsdon’t
see another hole from the one they are
playing (with the exception of the adjacent
closing holes on each nine). He also

added plenty of water hazards, though
the routing remained the same, primarily
because of all the housing that has been
builtaround the property sinceits debut.
With the exception of new bunker sand
and some minor tweaks, little has changed
on the course in the past 15 years.

“It's very tightand not that longat 6,634
yards from the back tees,” said Beardsley,
who has worked at Eldorado since 1995.
“You've just got to drive the ball well here.”

Fazio did recognize that the
predominantly older membership played
their golf largely along the ground, so no
bunkers guard the front of any greens,
enabling shots to roll up.

“When | talk to guests after they come
off the course, they all say it was a lot of
fun,” said Beardsley. “Instead of saying, ‘I

got my head beat in and lost a dozen golf
balls, they say they could play here every
day. It's just fun. What a concept, right?”

Memorable holes include the par-3
fifth, where multiple bunkers around the
green were copied from similar bunkering
onthesecond holeat Cypress Point Clubin
Monterey. “From the back teeit's 214 yards,
and members usually playitat18oyards,”
said Beardsley. “It's just a beautiful hole
visually. You're looking right at Eisenhower
Mountain.”

The ninth and 18th holes are divided
by a water feature, with the closing hole a
stellar 466-yard par 4 where the entire left
sideis guarded by a water hazard, brought
even moreinto play by a fairway that slopes
from right to left.

The club’s most famous hole is found
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on the back nine, but not exactly for any
golf-related reason. After servingtwo terms
as president of the United States, ending
in January 1961, Dwight D. Eisenhower and
his wife Mamie spentanumber of winters
at Eldorado CC. They lived in a house on
the left side of the 11th fairway.

“Every guest wants to see the home,”
said Beardsley. “There is a bust of the
former president right outside of it. We
also have some great photos of Presidents
Kennedy and Nixon landing on that
fairway in their helicopters while visiting
Eisenhower.” The clubhouse includes a
room dedicated to the former president
and decorated with pictures of him, while

a casual dining and bar area called lke's
was unveiled last year.

As for the club’s name, which means
"gilded" or "golden one" in Spanish, there
are numerous origin stories, including
references to a mythical South American
city filled with gold. A club history book
provides another potential source of
inspiration, this one aquote from Candide,
a book written by the French philosopher
Voltaire two centuries before Eldorado
hosted its Ryder Cup:

When | consider this globe, I think that God
has abandoned it to some evil creature.
Always excepting Eldorado.
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